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Message from the
Rabbi

Dear Friends,

At or around midnight the Saturday night before Rosh Hashanah
is when most Jewish communities around the world begin reciting
Selichotthe penitential prayers in preparation for the High
Holidays.

A story is told about Rabbi Shmuel Munkes, a disciple of the Alter
Rebbe (founder of Chabad), a very devout and spiritual man with
a strong sense of humor.

One year, as he traveled to be with his Rebbe for Rosh Hashanah,
he spent Shabbat at a roadside inn owned by an elderly Jewish
couple. At midnight, the owners dutifully roused their guests to join
them at the local synagogue for Selichot. When they came to
Rabbi Shmuels room, he seemed confused.

Why are you waking me up in the middle of the night? he asked.
To recite Selichot, they replied. Ive never heard of this prayer
before, he said. What is it all about?

The owners seemed bewildered at the site of a bearded and
respectable looking rabbi, who apparently had never heard of this
ancient Jewish custom. So they began to explain: We pray to G-d
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that the cow gives milk in the coming year and that we make
enough money to support our family.

Rabbi Shmuel then turned serious and said to them: Youre waking
up in the middle of the night the week before the holiest day of the
year to pray for your cow?! Thats not what the High Holidays are
all about!

Indeed, let us not forget that while we surely should be praying for
materialistic good, our focus during the High Holidays should be
on our relationship with G-d, and our commitment to being the
best Jews that we can be.

Shabbat shalom

Rabbi Wilansky

High Holidays 5781: We
Got You Covered!



This Rosh Hashana, we are getting back to our roots. The first
shul in Jewish history was in a tent, and this year, so will ours.

Join us for High Holiday services!

Rosh Hashanah Evening // September 18

Evening Services: 6:30 pm

Rosh Hashanah Day 1 // September 19

Morning Service: 10:00 am

Rosh Hashanah Day 2 // September 20

Morning Service: 10:00 am
Shofar Sounding: 12:45 pm

Yom Kippur Night // September 27

Kol Nidrei: 6:15 pm

Yom Kippur Day // September 19

Morning Service: 10:00 am
Neilah: 6:00 pm
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Email rabbi@chabadofmaine.com to let us know you are coming.
Click here to view our High Holidays site.

High Holiday Handbook

Enjoy this beautifully designed High Holiday Handbook brimming
with inspiration, guidance, and selected prayers to infuse meaning
into your Tishrei.

This handbook, personalized for Chabad of Maine, is sure to

mailto:rabbi@chabadofmaine.com
https://link.chabadofmaine.com/go.asp?li=485F1D949D1811F374B147C7FD82294F&ui=80276DF8EFC6D539AB7BE6D0490E8B2D
https://link.chabadofmaine.com/go.asp?li=27F779E0F48EBE0C15C2CCEBE8D9C945&ui=80276DF8EFC6D539AB7BE6D0490E8B2D


enrich anyone's Tishrei, no matter where or how they will be
celebrating.

Click here to view and print.

Judaism UnBoxed

Looking for a fun, meaningful and family friendly experience to get
into the Holiday spirit? Weve got you covered.

Chabad of Maine is excited to bring you hand-on Jewish
discovery and growth through our Judaism UnBoxed Holiday
andShabbatbaking kits delivered straight to your door.

Create Jewish memories and moments of connection and beyond
with the entire family as you make and create special holiday
treats together.
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Imagine how proud your child(ren) will be this year as they
share their very own Rosh Hashana treats at the holiday
table.

Use our special coupon code to save: Family

To order your kit today visit:Judaismunboxed.com

Dudu Fisher Live!

Click the image below for the Promo Video!
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Dudu Fisher is an acclaimed Israeli cantor and former Broadway
star who played Jean Valjean in Les Misrables. He has also
performed for Queen Elizabeth and other celebrities. He has an
extensive discography.

Broadcasting live from his studio in Jerusalem, Dudu will perform
a selection of beloved Jewish melodies along with cantorial
renditions of the High Holiday prayers like you have never heard
them before.

Dudu will also share some of his life story, including the
challenges of life as a Jew on Broadway.

Sponsorships available.



chabadofmaine.com/concert

Women's Book Club

Women, come join the Weekly Book Club, as we delve into
"Positivity Bias".

Monday, September 14, 11:00 am.
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Torah Studies: The Day
G-d Split Adam And
Eve
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Join Rabbi Levi for the weekly class on the Torah
Portion.Tuesday, September 15, at 9:30 am.

chabadofmaine.com/zoom

Bringing It Home!
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For more information, email Hindy at hindy@chabadofmaine.com.

Donate

Join in and become a partner in the work we do!



Help us continue our work

This Week @
www.ChabadofMaine.c
om

BY THE NUMBERS

17 Shofar Facts Every Jew Should Know
This is your chance to learn all about the central
mitzvah of Rosh Hashanah in a fun way

More...
FOR ROSH HASHANAH

The Annual "Balance Sheet"
Through sincere repentance for the past and good
deeds in the present and future, every one has the
ability to make the coming year, a year of very
great accomplishments indeed.

More...
YOUR QUESTIONS

Why Are Chassidim Called Chassidim?
The term itself predates the Chassidic movement
and seems pretentious and presumptuous, to say
the least.

More...
PARSHAH

When the King Asked for Berel the
Wagon Driver
Before we stand before Him in judgment on Rosh
Hashanah, Gd wishes to see all the different types
of Jews join in true unitythe leaders together with
the lay people; born Jews and converts, men,
women and children.

More...
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Parshah in a Nutshell

Parshat Nitzavim-Vayelech

The Parshah of Nitzavim includes some of the most fundamental
principles of the Jewish faith:

The unity of Israel: You stand today, all of you, before the Lrd
your Gd: your heads, your tribes, your elders, your officers, and
every Israelite man; your young ones, your wives, the stranger
in your gate; from your wood-hewer to your water-drawer.

The future redemption: Moses warns of the exile and desolation
of the Land that will result if Israel abandons Gds laws, but then he
prophesies that in the end, You will return to the Lrd your Gd... If
your outcasts shall be at the ends of the heavens, from there will
the Lrd your Gd gather you... and bring you into the Land which
your fathers have possessed.

The practicality of Torah: For the mitzvah which I command you
this day, it is not beyond you, nor is it remote from you. It is not in
heaven... It is not across the sea... Rather, it is very close to you,
in your mouth, in your heart, that you may do it.

Freedom of choice: I have set before you life and goodness, and
death and evil: in that I command you this day to love Gd, to walk
in His ways and to keep His commandments... Life and death I
have set before you, blessing and curse. And you shall choose
life.

The Parshah of Vayelech ( and he went) recounts the events of
Moses last day of earthly life. I am one hundred and twenty years
old today, he says to the people, and I can no longer go forth
and come in. He transfers the leadership to Joshua, and writes (or
concludes writing) the Torah in a scroll which he entrusts to the
Levites for safekeeping in the Ark of the Covenant.

The mitzvah of Hakhel ( gather) is given: every seven years,
during the festival of Sukkot of the first year of the shemittah
cycle, the entire people of Israelmen, women and childrenshould
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gather at the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, where the king should
read to them from the Torah.

Vayelech concludes with the prediction that the people of Israel
will turn away from their covenant with Gd, causing Him to hide
His face from them, but also with the promise that the words of
the Torah shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of their
descendants.
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